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A History of Social Disruption Χ 
ÁCanada has a long history of colonialism in relation to 

Indigenous peoples.  

ÁThis history and its policies of cultural genocide and 
assimilation have left deep scars on the lives of many 
Indigenous people, on Indigenous communities, as well 
as on Canadian society, and have deeply damaged the 
relationship between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal 
peoples.  

ÁThe Honourable Justice Sinclair:  
https://vimeo.com/25389165  
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Á/ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ŀƛƳŜŘ ǘƻ άŎŀǳǎŜ !ōƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ 
peoples to cease to exist as distinct legal, social, 
ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭΣ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŀŎƛŀƭ ŜƴǘƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ /ŀƴŀŘŀέ 

ÁThe residential school program was only one of many 
policies imposed to achieve the objective of cultural 
genocide. 



Impact of Residential Schools 
 

 

 

 

 
Á Warning: These videos contain subject matter that may be disturbing to some visitors, 

particularly Survivors of the Residential School System. Please call the Health Canada 
24-Hour National Survivors Crisis Line at 1-866-925-4419 if you need assistance. 

Á http://wherearethechildren.ca/en/stories/  
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The Legacy 
ÁThe negative social and economic circumstances that 

exist among Indigenous communities, families and 
individuals are products of the assimilation policies, of 
which the residential schools were one of the most 
significant factors and caused immeasurable harm. 

 



The Need for Reconciliation 

ά¢ƘŜ destructive impacts of residential schools, 
ǘƘŜ LƴŘƛŀƴ !Ŏǘ Σ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ǊƻǿƴΩǎ failure to keep 
its Treaty promises have damaged the 
relationship between Aboriginal and non-
Aboriginal peoples. The most significant 
damage is to the trust that has been broken 
between the Crown and Aboriginal peoplesΦέ 
(TRC, 2015)  



Distrust and Division Remains Χ 
 



Áά¢Ƙƛǎ ōǊƻƪŜƴ ǘǊǳǎǘ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǊŜǇŀƛǊŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƭŜŘ 
to this breach in trust must be replaced with a new 
vision for Canadaτone that fully embraces Aboriginal 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜǎΩ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǎŜƭŦ-determination within, and in 
ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘΣ ŀ ǾƛŀōƭŜ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ ǎƻǾŜǊŜƛƎƴǘȅΦέ ό¢w/Σ 
2016) 


