






Speaker’s Bureau

Speakers Bureau had a total of 103 requests for Treaty presentations during the 2009/10 fiscal year.
Although we could not fulfill all requests we managed to present to 65 groups or 3,196 Saskatchewan
residents. There was significantly more travel involved as speakers ventured to: Piapot, Loreburn,
Maidstone, Lumsden, Big Island, Tisdale, Carry the Kettle, Cowessess, La Ronge, Vibank, Regina,
Prince Albert, Outlook, Onion Lake, North Battleford, Swift Current, Yorkton, Aberdeen, Stoughton and
Fishing Lake. There were also many presentations made in Saskatoon however the accessibility of the
bureau to all of Saskatchewan is valued and committed to by the office.

The Office of the Treaty Commissioner (OTC) made a commitment to take the Speakers Bureau in a new
direction. As a substantial amount of time and energy was focused on schools including teachers and
students, we wanted to become more accessible to the general public including First Nations,
universities, colleges, businesses and organizations. OTC felt the support provided to schools in
developing their own capacity to teach Treaties as well as by providing them with resources was enough
for them to successfully teach treaties in the classroom. Our new focus will provide support to other
institutions across Saskatchewan who may not have Treaty resource guides and who are willing and
have requested support in learning about Saskatchewan Treaties.

Finally, Speakers Bureau also made a commitment to recruit five more members who were able to speak
another provincial language. Offering Treaty presentations in the language of the audience’s choice is
a critical component to reaching the public and valued by the Office of the Treaty Commissioner. There
were eight new members recruited four of whom speak Cree and one who speaks Dene. As we look
forward to and progress towards a closer working relationship with the Dene people of Saskatchewan
more Dene speaking recruits will be made in the current fiscal year.

Quotes from Speakers Bureau Evaluations
“Message was well-received and powerful.” –Tommy Douglas Collegiate (June 10, 2009)
“We couldn’t have had a more knowledgeable and entertaining presentation!” – Boys of Immigrant & Refugee Women

(August 13, 2009)
“Once again the OTC has hit the nail on the head with the Speakers Bureau.”

– Parkland College (October 20, 2009)
“Very knowledgeable and well-educated speaker.”– RCMP (October 27, 2009)
“I agree with the direction OTC is taking, keep up the good work.” – RCMP

(October 27, 2009)
“Thoroughly enjoyed.” – United Church (February 26, 2010)
“It was informative and delivered well, and answered many questions the
students had about treaties.” – Fishing Lake Life Skills (March 23, 2010)

Ken Horsman attended the University of Regina and received a Bachelor of
Arts, a Bachelor of Education (With Distinction), and a Master of Education.
Ken has also taken course work at the University of Saskatchewan and
Washington State University.

Ken has been a teacher and a central office administrator in Saskatchewan. He
has also held several positions with the Department of Education, including
the position of Associate Deputy Minister.

Ken is currently the Director of Educational Programs with the Office of the
Treaty Commissioner. During this time, he has supported a number of projects
including the implementation of the Teaching Treaties in the Classroom

Program, and the development of the K- 6 component of the Teaching Treaties program and the Treaty
Essential Learnings document.

Debra brings with her many years of experience to the Treaty Commissioner.
Debra has worked with various First Nations institutions over the last two
decades. Debra joined the OTC in October of 2007. Debra enjoys golfing,
gardening. Debra is a Cree/Michif from the Red Pheasant First Nation and
Green Lake, SK and is the mother to three daughters, Erin, Danielle, and
Chelsey and four grandchildren and another expected during the Christmas
season.

Ken Horsman
Director of Educational Programs

Debra Laliberte
Director of Of0ice Administration
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The key elements of the Treaty Education Survey included:
• A survey of Grade 7 student knowledge and understanding of treaties;
• A survey of administrators of elementary schools and Grade 4 and 7 teachers with respect to the

receipt and satisfaction with the OTC materials distributed in the fall of 2008.

9,339 Grade 7 students and 532 administrators, 573 Grade 4 and 644 Grade 7 teachers from
Saskatchewan First Nations and provincial schools participated.

All but 78 students and 20 administrators and five teachers completed the Survey online.

The average student score on the Survey was 48.5%.

Only 15% of students reported never having studied about treaties, an improvement from the 2008 study
in which 36% of students reported never having studied treaties.

Administrator and teacher results include the following:
• About 80% of teachers and administrators reported the material was available in their school;
• Between 63% and 77% of teachers agree the materials are useful;
• Only 2-3% of teachers and administrators believe the materials do not support the curriculum;
• 40%-50% reported never using the materials;
• 55% of teachers said they needed more resources;
• 60% of teachers said they needed more training.

School system results were provided to schools in the fall of 2009. In January 2010, a presentation of
results template was developed and provided to all school systems. The Ministry of Education is
administering the Survey in the spring of 2010.

Similar to the 2008 Survey, a major finding of this study reiterates the trend that more education about
treaties is associated with more knowledge and understanding about treaties.

Public Education Initiatives

In addition to the teaching treaties in the classroom initiative the Office of the Treaty Commissioner
supports its Good Relations mandate by engaging in education programs directed at the general public
and community organizations. The programs include:

• Speakers Bureau services
• Treaty Message Minute Advertisements on public television
• Partnership and Strategic Alliances
• Airport Display Support
• OTC Trade show display

Milton has extensive experience in human resource management at the tribal,
provincial and federal levels of government. His HRM focus has
been on attraction, recruitment and retention. Milton has served on
numerous committees and boards with a focused attention to youth,
community/employment development and economic independence within First
Nations communities.

Tootoosis received his Bachelor of Indigenous Studies from the Saskatchewan
Indian Federated College (now the First Nations University of Canada)/U of R,
has studied public administration and taken numerous professional
development courses. He was granted his Professional Aboriginal Economic
Developer Certificate from the Council for the Advancement of Native

Development Officers in 2009.

Milton is married to Shelly and has three grown children.

Jennifer attended the University of Saskatchewan and received a Bachelor of
Arts degree (with honours) in Aboriginal Public Administration. At this time she
was also presented with the Most Outstanding Graduate award. Jennifer has
been with the Office of the Treaty Commissioner since January of 2008 starting
her work here as a student intern.

Jennifer is currently the Director of Speakers Bureau with the Office of the
Treaty Commissioner (OTC). The OTC Speakers Bureau, under Jennifer’s
direction, has reached well over 5000 Saskatchewan residents. Jennifer has
been involved in a number of projects including the Treaty Essential Learnings
document (TELs) and the CTV Vignettes.

Outside the office Jennifer spends her time with her four beautiful children: Shaid, Elijah, and twins
Abigail and Charlie.
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Milton Tootoosis, BA, PAED
(Cree-Treaty Six Territory)

Jennifer Heimbecker
Director - Speakers Bureau



As of April 8, 2010, it is a site where teachers can access:
• 42 lesson plans created by teachers in Make ‘n Take workshops;
• 14 SMART Board interactive activities for teacher use;
• 7 Power Point interactive activities;
• A novel study;
• A number of frequently asked questions and replies from the OTC.

New materials

During 2009-2010 the OTC developed or acquired a number of resources and added them to the Kit.
These new resources included the following:

• K - 6 Make n’ Take Materials. These materials were posted on the OTC Web site/Wiki-space
and are available for all teachers to use;

• K - 6 PowerPoint Treaty learning games. The OTC developed a number of teaching tools in an
instructional game format which can be used by an individual student or whole class;

• K – 6 SMART Board interactive instructional activities;
• Making the Connection: Cree First Nations kehte-ayak thoughts on education – Written by

Gordon Lobe in cooperation with the OTC, this small book summarizes a series of
conversations with 12 Cree Elders in the period 1993-1995. The purpose of the book is to
provide a resource that will help educators make schools a more “First Nations friendly” place.
This was distributed to all schools in fall 2009.

• Askiwina – Written by Doug Cuthand, this book travels from the past to the present as it
provides a look at the history of the First Nations of the Great Plains. This was distributed to all
schools in fall 2009.

• Inspired by the Land is an Allen Sapp Gallery display supported by the OTC. The display ran at
the Allen Sapp Gallery from September 23 to November 1, 2009.

Support to Provincial Initiatives

The OTC is a member of the Shared Standards and Capacity Building Council (SSCBC) established by
the FSIN and the provincial Ministry of Education. OTC also sits on the SSCBC Curriculum Sub-
Committee. Its mandate is to develop a K-12 treaty education developmental continuum. The continuum
will identify the goals, outcomes, and indicators of treaty education on a grade by grade basis. The
continuum is designed to assist teachers and curriculum developers integrate treaty education into the
core curriculum. The document was drafted during 2009-2010; completion is anticipated by fall 2010.

Assessing the Effectiveness of OTC Treaty Education

During April to June of 2009, the OTC, in conjunction with the Saskatchewan Educational Leadership
Unit (SELU) of the University of Saskatchewan and supported by the Ministry of Education, the Canadian
Council of Learning, and Indian and Northern Affairs Canada conducted a Treaty Education Survey. It
repeated and extended the survey conducted in 2008. The objectives of the Survey were to establish
a baseline of data aimed at measuring the long-term effectiveness of treaty education programming,
and to stimulate further interest in treaty education in schools.

Rhonda Gordon
Administrative Assistant II

Rhonda Gordon is originally from the Montreal Lake Cree Nation and a mother
to one beautiful daughter and grandmother to a three month old baby boy,
Emory. She grew up and completed her high school education in Choiceland,
Saskatchewan then moved onto Prince Albert, North Battleford and is currently
in Saskatoon. Rhonda has worked for several years as an Administrative
Assistant for the Prince Albert Grand Council. Obtaining a certificate in
Business Computer Programming from the Saskatchewan Institute of Applied
Science and Technology in Prince Albert, she then worked in the capacity of
Computer Systems Support in North Battleford. Rhonda joined the Office of
Treaty Commissioner in February 2010 and is looking forward to working with
her team members.

Tamara King, Accountant

Tamara King is the Accountant with the Office of the Treaty Commissioner.
She has a wide range of experience as a financial officer. A part-time
employee, she has had experience with and continues to provide financial
services to other private companies and non-profit organizations. As the
Accountant for the OTC, she is charged with keeping the operation within
budget and ensuring that the organization maintains a strong reputation with
its clients. Tamara has been the Accountant for the Office since July 2009.

Raised in Saskatoon, Tamara has two wonderful children; Trinity age 15 and
Spencer age 13. They provide her with a sense of beauty and wonder every
day. She is active in her church, is an avid gardener and enjoys her country

life. Tamara brings a high level of expertise, this combined with her openness,
sensitivity, and down to earth approach are characteristics which are valued at the Office of the Treaty
Commissioner.
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Online Treaty Learning

Beginning in 2009-2010, the OTC, in conjunction with Credenda Virtual High School offered online Treaty
Learning opportunities. These included:
• Elluminate Treaty Hours – One hour live online learning sessions were offered during the year,

they were offered from 4:00 to 5:00 on October 14, November 17, January 19, and February 9.
Topics for the online sessions included: Conversations with an Elder, Tips for Teachers, grade
specific helpful hints, how to handle sensitive issues. These provided the opportunity to hear from
colleagues, experts, and engage in online conversations about treaties in the classroom.

• Facebook—a Facebook group was created called Office of the Treaty Commissioner Treaties in
Saskatchewan. This is a place where people can network and discuss treaty education.

• OTC Newsletter—the OTC Treaty Highlights is a monthly online newsletter that is emailed to
members of the Treaty Learning Network and other interested parties. It highlights events and
opportunities from the OTC. Monthly editions are archived on the OTC website.

• OTC Website Messaging—members of the Treaty Learning Network protected area on the OTC
website have the ability to message other members to establish a support network and increase
opportunities for communication.

OTC Website

Located at www.otc.ca the OTC website is an integral part of supporting the Treaty Learning Network
and the implementation of the Teaching Treaties in the Classroom. An important feature of the website
is a secure location where teachers can access the key elements of the Treaty Kit on line. Due to
copyright restrictions the OTC is only able to make its materials available for educational purposes.
Therefore, teachers who wish to access some of the materials online are required to obtain a password
to access the Treaty Learning Network protected area.

Some of the features of the website include access to:
• the K-6 materials with hot links;
• the Grade 7-12 materials;
• the French translation of the Grade 7–12 materials;
• the OTC Wiki space;
• the OTC treaty videos;
• the CTV Treaty Message Minute vignettes;
• numerous historical documents and photographs;
• a number of background materials on such items as the Treaty Land Entitlement;
• links to other resource materials available from the Ministry, INAC, and other institutions; and

more.

The number of people/educators accessing the web site grew both in number of hits and the time spent
on site. The number of hits increased from 36,923 hits in December 2009 to 80,355 hits by March 2010.

Wiki spaces

The OTC Treaty Teacher Wiki-space was established in September 2009. Since that time, over 10,000
people/teachers have accessed the Wiki space. The number of people accessing the Wiki-space
increased from 2,185 as of January 4, 2010 to over 10,000 as of March 31, 2010.

Susan is a Plains Cree/Saulteaux woman from the Cowessess First Nation
in southeastern Saskatchewan. She has a Bachelor of Education, Post
Graduate Diploma in Educational Administration and a Master of Education
degree. She has worked in the area of education for over thirty years as an
elementary primary teacher, special education teacher, superintendent,
director and assistant professor at the university level. She taught in
provincial and First Nations schools in Saskatchewan. She has experience
in developing local First Nations curricula based on the Cree and Saulteaux
cultures. She has spent many years listening to and learning from First
Nations Elders.

She worked at the Office of the Treaty Commissioner and is the primary author of the Grades 7 – 12
Treaty Resource Guide and K – 6 Units based on the Saskatchewan Treaties. She continues to work
with educators in developing curriculum for schools based on the First Nations and Metis cultures. Susan
is self employed as an education consultant for her business Circle of Learning Consulting. Susan is
currently working with the OTC as a facilitator for the K – 12 Teaching Treaties in the Classroom
workshops.

Susan is a mother of two wonderful children, Erica and Aaron, and a proud Kokum to Jules, Brandon,
Jaida and Taylor.

Kristine Dreaver-Charles is from Prince Albert and is a member of the
Mistawasis First Nation. She graduated from the University of Saskatchewan
with a B.Ed. in 1996 and spent 9 years teaching high school courses in
Northern Saskatchewan. In 2005, she moved home to Prince Albert and
began teaching online high school courses at the Credenda Virtual High
School. Kristine was seconded by the Office of the Treaty Commissioner in
2009 to assist with their technology initiatives. Her main focus has been to
design PowerPoint and SMART Board activities for educators to use in their
classrooms. In December 2009, Kristine completed her Master of Science in
Education in Instructional Media degree through Wilkes University in
Pennsylvania, which focused on educational technology.
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Susan Beaudin
(Circle of Learning Consulting)

Kristine Dreaver-Charles




